ORIEL COLLEGE
GRADUATE TEACHING AND RESEARCH SCHOLAR IN THEOLOGY: Further Particulars
Oriel College intends to appoint a Graduate Teaching and Research Scholar (GTRS) in Theology, commencing in October 2023, or as soon as possible thereafter. The candidate’s area of expertise should lie within the field of the Hebrew Bible, broadly construed. Preference will be given to candidates who are able to teach widely from among the papers offered by the Faculty in the Hebrew Bible and related areas. This position is internal, and open to current Oriel DPhil students in Theology only.
It is imperative that the applicant will remain a postgraduate student at Oriel College for the majority of this appointment. By October 2023, applicants will have completed at least one year of postgraduate study and will have embarked on a course leading to a DPhil in Theology or a related subject at the University of Oxford. Applicants will normally be expected to have passed the Transfer of Status procedures before October 2023 and to have completed the Preparation for Learning and Teaching at Oxford (PLTO) offered by the Faculty of Theology and Religion as part of the Graduate Teacher Training Scheme (GTTS). 
Overview of the College
Oriel is a friendly and attractive College located right in the heart of Oxford. Founded in 1326 by King Edward II, it is one of the oldest Colleges in Oxford. The student body at Oriel is made up of undergraduates and postgraduates studying a wide variety of courses in a broad range of subjects. The students come from all kinds of schools, backgrounds and countries, and the College is committed to selecting the best applicants, based on academic achievement and potential, irrespective of any protected characteristics. For further information about Oriel College see http://www.oriel.ox.ac.uk. 
Theology at Oriel 
The person appointed will work under the directions of Tutorial Fellow in Theology, Dr William Wood, and the Theology Main Organising Tutor, Dr Brendan Harris. They will also work closely with College Lecturer in Theology, Dr John Olson, and College Lecturer in New Testament, Dr Andrew Adam.  
Oriel has a longstanding and proud tradition of teaching and research in Theology. In the nineteenth century, Oriel was the cradle of the Oxford Movement, all of whose leaders – John Keble, John Henry Newman, and E B Pusey – were Fellows of the College. In this century a number of famous theologians began their careers as Oriel students, including T F Torrance and John Hick. Theology remains a thriving subject at Oriel. The College is particularly strong in ancient and modern Christian doctrine, Christian ethics, Biblical studies, and the philosophy of religion. In addition to the Tutorial Fellow in Theology, William Wood, the College also has as a Fellow Hindy Najman, the Oriel and Laing Professor of the Interpretation of Holy Scripture. Emeritus Professor Richard Swinburne is still a very active member of the college. In addition to this, the college has a history of strong undergraduate academic performance in Preliminary and Final Honour Schools examinations, and is also home to a sizeable community of postgraduate students. Academic community is encouraged through termly drinks events and an annual subject meal.
Oriel admits between six and seven undergraduates each year to study the single school Theology and Religion or the joint school Philosophy and Theology degrees. Undergraduates studying Theology at Oriel are taught in two ways: through lectures and classes (organised by the Faculty of Theology and Religion) and through college tutorials (arranged by College Tutors). Our students are typically very able, committed, and well-motivated. Teaching them in very small groups (a tutorial typically involves a tutor and two or three students) allows the tutor to respond directly to students’ ideas, to tailor the teaching to the different interests and enthusiasms of individual students, and to develop the links between the different elements of the Theology course. Tutors at Oxford give tutorials both in the areas of their own research and in other areas that they are interested in and knowledgeable about, but that are not necessarily the focus of their current research.
Duties of the appointment 
To teach for the College for 3 to 4 contact hours per week and to pursue doctoral-level study in any area of Theology or a related subject: 
a. To undertake teaching for 3 to 4 contact hours per week during term time to undergraduates at Oriel College. Teaching arrangements will be coordinated by the  Main Organising Tutor in Theology, Dr. Brendan Harris. Students should receive appropriate guidance for completing work in advance of tutorials and appropriate written feedback on written work submitted. 

The precise teaching duties are flexible and can to some extent be adapted to the successful candidate's areas of expertise and experience. 

b. To set and mark Collections (beginning of term internal College exams) as required, and to write end of term Tutorial Reports on the TMS system. 

c. To play a part in the organisation of the subject within the College, and may be asked to take part in undergraduate admissions (normally Week 10 of Michaelmas Term). Admissions training will be provided. 

d. To liaise with other College staff about addressing any pastoral problems which may arise amongst your students. 
Selection criteria: Essential 
Candidates should be currently pursuing a DPhil in Theology at the University of Oxford and will normally be expected to have passed their Transfer of Status.
· Ability to offer undergraduate tutorials for the following Preliminary Examination and Final Honours School papers:
1101	Introduction to the Study of the Bible 
2101	Narrative World of the Hebrew Bible 
2102	Poetic World of the Hebrew Bible
3104	Gender and Power in Biblical Texts 

Selection criteria: Desirable 
· Ability to offer undergraduate tutorials for the following Final Honours School papers:
3301 	Hebrew of the Hebrew Bible 
3310 	Varieties of Judaism in the Greco-Roman World 
· Ability to offer supplementary Hebrew language tutorials for the ‘Biblical Hebrew’ Preliminary Examination paper, as required.
· Successful completion of the Preparation for Learning and Teaching at Oxford (PLTO) course offered by the Faculty of Theology and Religion as part of the Graduate Teacher Training Scheme (GTTS). 
· Prior teaching experience within the Oxford tutorial system.
· Willingness to contribute actively to the Oriel theology community and to the common life of the College
Terms and benefits
The GTRS will be paid for tutorial teaching and admissions at the hourly standard tuition rates as set by the Senior Tutors’ Committee. The Scholar will receive free accommodation (or an allowance of £2,730 per annum if living outside College accommodation) and will also have access to a research allocation of £474 per annum. In addition, the postholder will be a member of both the Oriel Senior Common Room and the Middle Common Room and will be entitled to free lunches and dinners up to a maximum of 24 per term in the Senior Common Room (lunch) or at High Table in the Hall (dinner), and 3 meals per week during the vacation in the SCR or Hall. 
How to apply
Applicants should send an application letter outlining teaching experience as well as research interests, together with a CV, a writing sample (2,000–5,000 words), and the name of one academic referee to: academic.recruitment@oriel.ox.ac.uk. Applicants should ask their referee to send references directly to this address before the closing date. Candidates should also demonstrate that they will have the right to work in the UK for the duration of the post.
The closing date for receipt of applications is 12pm on Thursday 14 September 2023, and interviews are expected to take place on Thursday 21 September.  
Informal inquiries may be addressed to Dr Brendan Harris (brendan.harris@oriel.ox.ac.uk). 

